
Press Release 
 
For Immediate Release 
 

 
Contacts:  
ExonHit Therapeutics 
Bruno Tocqué, Président 
 
Media Relations 
David Dible 
Citigate Dewe Rogerson 
 

Tel: 33 1 58 05 47 00 
 
 
 
Tel : 44 (0)207 638 9571 
david.dible@citigatedr.co.uk 

 
New Paper Highlights ExonHit’s Novel Approach for the Treatment of 

Alzheimer’s Disease 
 
November 24, 2005 - Paris, France. ExonHit Therapeutics, a drug and diagnostic 
discovery company, today announced that EHT 0206, one of its drug candidates, has 
shown promising new data in the treatment of Alzheimer’s disease. Preclinical 
studies of EHT 0206, published in the US peer reviewed magazine Journal of 
Biological Chemistry (J Biol Chem. 2005 Nov 11;280(45):37516-25), have shown that  
EHT 0206 has the potential not only to slow down the progression of the Alzheimer’s 
disease but can also change the course of the underlying disease.  
 
The newly published data shows that EHT 0206 may decrease the formation of 
senile plaques in animal models. This is a key finding, as these plaques are thought 
to be responsible for the neuronal loss and consequent cognition impairment seen in 
Alzheimer’s patients. EHT 0206 is a small molecule that can be administered both 
orally and systemically which was synthesised in-house by ExonHit. These 
preliminary preclinical results also show that EHT0206 crosses the hemato-
encephalic barrier to reach the brain and is well tolerated.  
 
“We are excited by the initial data that we have generated with EHT 0206. The 
results that have been published today suggest that we have found a therapeutic 
approach to Alzheimer’s disease that major pharmaceutical companies have been 
looking for many years, a compound that is capable of reducing the formation of the 
senile plaques which are central to this devastating illness,” commented Bruno 
Tocqué, President of the Management Board of ExonHit. “Our new molecular series 
has the potential to significantly alter the course of this disease and we intend to 
evaluate it in human trials as quickly as possible. This will be our second clinical 
project with EHT0202 in this indication,” he added.  
 
By applying its unique DATAS technology on the brain tissue of patients with 
Alzheimer’s disease, ExonHit has been able to identify alterations in the Rac protein, 
which pinpointed out the possible essential role of the Rac protein in the 
development of the disease. It has been shown that alterations of Rac and its 
functionality in the brain increases production of beta-amyloid peptide (Aß, a key step 
in the formation of senile plaques.  EHT 0206 blocks the activity of the Rac protein 
and the subsequent accumulation of the Aß which forms the senile plaques.  ExonHit 
has filed patents for all the original chemical series showing activity on the Rac 
protein as well as their uses for various appropriate therapeutic indications, in 
particular Alzheimer’s disease. 
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About Alzheimer’s Disease  

Alzheimer's disease is a significant unmet medical need. It is one of the most 
common forms of dementia, a general term for several symptoms related to a decline 
in thinking skills. Alzheimer's disease involves the death of neurons in parts of the 
brain that control thought, memory, and language. It is estimated that 3.3 million 
people in the European Union and 2 million people in the United States suffer from 
Alzheimer's disease. 
 
About ExonHit Therapeutics 
www.exonhit.com 
 
ExonHit Therapeutics is the world’s leader in the analysis of alternative RNA splicing, 
a process which when deregulated plays a key role in the onset of various diseases.    
 
ExonHit has a multi component commercial strategy to capture the maximum value 
from its leadership in alternative splicing. The Company is already generating 
revenues from a new generation of microarrays, “SpliceArrays” that enable life 
science researchers to detect crucial disease-associated information. These products 
are marketed worldwide in conjunction with Agilent. In the field of diagnostics, 
ExonHit has a major collaboration with bioMérieux to develop completely novel 
predictive blood-based cancer diagnostics, which could play a key role in improving 
the treatment of breast and other major cancers. 
 
In parallel, ExonHit is developing its own therapeutic pipeline in the field of 
neurodegenerative diseases and cancer. The Company has advanced drug 
candidates into clinical trials and is evaluating several promising pre-clinical 
compounds. ExonHit also has a strategic partnership with Allergan, to discover and 
develop new therapeutics in the areas of pain, neurological diseases and 
ophthalmology. This collaboration provides on-going research funding to ExonHit.  
 
Founded in 1997, ExonHit is headquartered in Paris, France and has a US facility in 
Gaithersburg, Maryland. The Company is listed on Alternext of Euronext Paris (ticker: 
ALEHT). 
 


